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Week of July 25, 1977 


AREA EMPLOYMENT TRENDS FOR JUNE 





WASHINGTON -- Seven major labor areas were removed in June from the “substantial” 
(6% of more) unemployment lists, the largest single-month reduction in 15 years, dropping 
to 94 the number of areas in that category, the U.S. Department of Labor reported. 


Areas removed were Rockford, I11.; Louisville, Ky.; Johnstown, Reading, and York, 


Pa.; Wheeling, W. Va.; and Huntington (W. Va)-Ashland (Ky.). 


The tota! of 94 is the lowest since February 1975, when there were 74 such areas. The 
number peaked in September 1975 at 175 (of a possible 150). In June 1976 the total 
was 124. 

In the Rockford area, the improved situation was largely due to sizable employment 
advances in manufacturing, and small payroll increases in transportation and public 
utilities, trade and services. 

In the Louisville area, recent significant job increases in manufacturing, 
construction, trade, and services were primarily responsible for the reduction in local 
unemployment. 

In the Johnstown area, the improvement was due principally to recalls in steel 
mills, garment factories, and construction. 

In the Reading area, the lowered level of unemployment was due primarily to 
significant job increases in electrical machinery along with gains in nonelectrical 
machinery, transportation equipment, construction and services. 

In the York area, the improvement was mainly due to recent employment increases 
in nonelectrical machinery and retail trade. 

In both the Huntington-Ashland and Wheeling areas, the improved Situation was due 
in part to small gains in manufacturing, trade, and government. 


Following are the unemployment rates of seven areas for March and April 1977: 


(More) 
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DATE AREA PLACED 


AREA ONE” LIST MARCH 1977  APRIL_1977 
Rockford February 1975 533 
Louisville June 1975 > 
Johns town March 1975 
Reading April 1975 
York March 1975 
Huntington-Ashland May 1970 


Wheeling January 1975 


Under Defense Manpower Policy No. 4, firms located in areas on the "substantial 


unemployment list may be eligible for first preference in bidding on certain Federal 


procurement contracts, providing the firms agree to hire 25 percent of the new hires 


each month from among the disadvantaged residents of the area. 





Week of July 25, 1977 


Under the Comprehensive Employment and Training Act of 1973,.state and local 


governments have authority to design and operate their own training programs to meet 


local needs. The law is administered by the U.S. Labor Department's Employment and 
Training Administration. 
## # 

The federal-state public employment service system was created to help employers 
and job seekers. It is a nationwide network of 2,400 local offices which provide 
placement services, offer a variety of employer services and provice counseling, testing, 
and referral to training. The U.S. Employment Service, a unit of the U.S. Labor 
Department's Employment and Training Administration, directs the federal state employ- 
ment service system.. 

# # # 

The Bureau of Apprenticeship and Training promotes apprenticeship programs in 
skilled trades under the National Apprenticeship Act. This office is part of the 
U.S. Labor Department's Employment and Training Administration. 

*# # #F 
The Secretary of Labor is nominated by the President and confirmed by the Senate. 


He heads. the U.S. Labor Department and is the President's chief advisor on labor matters. 
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